
 
Get down on it.  Get it.  And don’t let go. 
This is: The Big Payback, your 
“main-squeeze.” 
The Big Payback is a 100%-original, 
100%-analog VCA feedback-compressor. 
Plus, it doubles as a Dynamic-Expander. 
And, an Auto-Volume-Swell (like the ol’ 
BOSS® SG-1 Slow Gear). 
Oh, and its REALLY easy to use, too. 
By the way, Thank You for supporting Mr. 
Black and purchasing this pedal.  We 
think you’ll really, really like it.  Let’s not 
kid ourselves, it sounds great.  
Can I get that squish? 
• Plug your guitar into the input jack (right 

side phone jack) and your amp into the 
output jack (left side phone jack). 

• Start with all the knobs set straight up. 
That’s the basic “perfect” starting point. 
You might not even notice just how 
good this thing sounds till you turn it off 
and wonder why it sounds so bunk, off. 

• Try turning the Attack knob all the way 
down and hit your instrument HARD.  
That’s that auto-swell.  And thickener. 

• Turn the Comp. knob fully CCW and the 
Attack knob fully CW for the special 
Dynamic-Expander setting.  It’s really 
something special.  Get stoked. 

Features: 
• Highly responsive and transparent 

dynamic compression and expansion 
• From 1:2 up to 40:1 compression ratio 
• Dynamic-Expansion mode with COMP. 

control set to minimum (full CCW) 
• ~4.4V peak-to-peak max. signal input 

before onset of clipping (that’s A LOT) 
• True-bypass 
• 9VDC power (2.1mm negative center 

pin adapter) or internal 9V battery 

Like every Mr. Black pedal, this fine piece 
of kit is designed and 100% handmade in 
the “south-easy” side of Portland, OR. 
 
Replacing the 9V battery is easier than 
your prom date after a few champy’s. 
Just grab your trusty phillips head 
screwdriver and remove the four screws 
holding the backing plate on.  You’ll see 
just what to do; like its prom night all over 
again.  You dirty, dirty, hustler, you. 
 
If you haven’t already, join the Black List 
for news, specials, promos and even the 
occasional hot dog.  Slide over to: 
www.mrblackpedals.com to sign up. 
Its free.  And free is a good color on me. 
 
Controls: 
• VOLUME:   You already know 
 Full CCW: Mute 
 Full CW: LOUDest 
• ATTACK:   Sets attack rate 
 Full CCW: ~0.5s (hecka slow…) 
 Full CW: ~1mS (real fast!) 
• COMP.:   Adjusts compression ratio 

Full CCW: Dynamic-Expansion 
mode (1:2 – WHAT?) 

 Full CW: Approx. 40:1 
• BYPASS SWITCH:  Toggles on/off 
 LED on: GET ON UP! 
 LED off: Nah, it ain’t cool. 
 
Tech stuff: 
• Input impedance: ~470KΩ 
• Output impedance: ~2KΩ 
• Bypass: True-Bypass 
• Current draw: <14mA 
• Power requirement: 9VDC adapter  

 or 9V battery 

http://www.mrblack.jackdeville.com/
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